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Messages for Building up New Believers 

Chapter Four_Confession with the Mouth 

 

Scripture Reading: Rom. 10:10; Prov. 29:25; Matt. 10:32-33 

Rom. 10:10 For with the heart there is believing unto righteousness, and with the mouth there 

is confession unto salvation. 

Prov. 29:25 The fear of man brings a snare, But whoever puts his trust in Jehovah will be 

exalted. 

Matt. 10:32-33 Every one therefore who will confess in Me before men, I also will confess in 

him before My Father who is in the heavens; But whoever will deny Me before men, I also 

will deny him before My Father who is in the heavens. 

I.  The importance of confessing with the mouth  

A. Opening the mouth as soon as one believes 

1. Confessing the Lord begins at the time a person believes. 

2. If a person fails to do this in the beginning, he will find it more difficult to do it later. 

B. Confession with the mouth unto salvation-Rom. 10:10 

1. To believe with the heart is toward God; to confess with the mouth is toward man.  

2. To believe with the heart is to believe in Christ, who was glorified and raised by God 

from the dead; to confess with the mouth is to confess that Jesus, who was despised 

and rejected by man, is Lord.  

3. Both are conditions for our being justified and saved. 

4. If you only believe in your heart, but do not speak with your mouth, others will not 

recognize you as a saved person; they will still consider you an unbeliever. 

5. Many believers hesitate initially, but as soon as they say, “I believe,” they become 

certain. 

C. Confession saving much trouble 

1. “When they sin or indulge in lustful things, they will consider you to be one of them. 

In your heart you realize that you are a Christian and that it is wrong for you to be 

among them. But you cannot reject them, because you want to please them. You may 

come up with an excuse to turn them down. But the next time they will still drag you 

along, and you will have to think of another excuse to refuse them. You may come up 

with excuses once or twice, but the pressure will always come back.” 

2. If you are a Christian secretly, you will experience much more difficulty than those 

who are Christians openly. Your temptation will be many times greater than the 

temptation of those who openly confess the Lord. You will be bound by human 

affections and past relationships. 

3. You only need to confess once or twice, and others will give up trying to persuade you. 

D. Not confessing the Lord leading to accusations in the conscience 

1. In John 12 says that many Jewish rulers believed in the Lord Jesus secretly, but they 

dared not confess Him because they were afraid of being put out of the synagogue (v. 

42), for whoever confessed Jesus to be the Christ would be put out of the synagogue (v. 

22). 

2. The Jewish synagogue is a picture of the world’s opposition to the Lord. 

3. If you are a false believer, it probably will make no difference whether or not you 

confess. But as a genuine believer, you will surely offend your conscience if you 

pretend and sympathize with the Lord’s opposers. 

4. We must be bold to stand up and proclaim for the Lord, “I belong to Him!” 

 

II. Common Mistakes 
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A. Replacing Confession with Good Behavior 

1. Those who say that good conduct is enough and that there is no need to confess with 

the mouth are in reality giving themselves an excuse to fail in their conduct. They 

are leaving a back door for themselves to escape from the judgment of others. 

2. Confession with the mouth and having a good conduct are absolutely indispensable. 

B. Being afraid of failing to persevere to the end 

1. If new believers do not confess because they are afraid of stumbling or failing, they 

will surely fail. They have already made preparations to back out of their own 

confession.  

2. It is better to stand up and say, “I am for the Lord.” – it will become much harder for 

you to back out or backslide later. Consequently, you will have a much better chance 

of going forward than of sliding backward. 

3. If you open your mouth, the chance of having good conduct will be greater. 

4. God is not only the God who redeems us but also the God who preserves us. 

a. God loves us so much that He was willing to forsake His Son to redeem us. If He 

had no intention of preserving us, He would not have paid such a great price. 

b. Do not worry about that if you fail in a few days; God will be responsible for it. 

c. Since God has redeemed us, He will preserve us until that day. 

C. Fear of men-Prov. 29:25 

1. Those who are fearful of men will fall into a snare. Your fear becomes your snare. 

2. Actually, the person you fear may be very willing to listen to you. Even if he is not 

inclined to listen, he may not be as fearsome as you think. 

D. Being shy 

1. It is unavoidable for a new believer to feel shameful when he opens his mouth to 

confess his faith. However, we must overcome this feeling-Matt. 26:69-75. 

2. “When the Lord Jesus was crucified on the cross, He bore our sins as well as our 

shame. When our Lord bore our sins, He suffered great humiliation. Today, in the 

eyes of God, it is only proper that we suffer humiliation from men. The humiliation 

we suffer before man can never be compared with the humiliation our Lord suffered 

on the cross for us. Therefore, we should not be surprised at humiliation. We should 

know that we belong to the Lord.” 

3. We should feel shameful for such things as carousing, drunkenness, unrestrained 

dissipation, works of darkness, sinning, and evil works. The Lord has delivered us 

from all these. We should feel glorious. 

4. “If light is shameful and darkness glorious, if holiness is shameful and sin glorious, 

if spirituality is shameful and carnality glorious, and if following the Lord is 

shameful and following man glorious, then we would rather choose shame. We 

would rather suffer humiliation with Christ as Moses did, which humiliation is far 

better than the glories of men (Heb. 11:26).” 

E. Love of man’s glory 

1. Many people dare not confess because they want both; they want Christ, and they 

also want the synagogue. 

2. If you want to serve the Lord, you must make a choice between the Lord and the 

synagogue. Otherwise, you can never be a good Christian. 

3. If everyone in the church had been like the Jewish rulers loving the synagogue, there 

would be no church on earth today. 

4. Two characteristics of the church are that it dares to believe in the Lord and confess 

its faith in Him. 

5. To be saved is not just to believe in the Lord Jesus; it is to believe and to confess that 

one is a believer. 

 

III. Confessing the Lord and the Lord’s Confession-Matt. 10:32-33 
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Note: This outline is mainly taken from Chapter four, Messages for Building Up New Believers, 

Watchman Nee.    
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CHAPTER FOUR 

CONFESSION WITH THE MOUTH 

Scripture Reading: Rom. 10:10; Prov. 29:25; Matt. 10:32-33 

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF CONFESSING WITH THE MOUTH 

Once a person has believed in the Lord, he should not keep the matter a secret; he has to confess 

the Lord with his mouth. Confessing the Lord with our mouth is a very important matter. 

A. Opening the Mouth as Soon as One Believes 

As soon as one believes in the Lord, he should confess the Lord before men. Suppose a person 

gives birth to a child. What would we think if the child could not speak by the age of one or two, 

or even three? Would we say only that he is slow in speech development? Is it possible for such a 

person to begin saying, “one, two, three, four,” at the age of thirty and then learn to say “daddy” 

and “mommy” at fifty years of age? No. If a person is dumb in his infancy, he probably will be 

dumb for the rest of his life. If he cannot say “daddy” and “mommy” when he is young, he 

probably will not be able to say it for the rest of his life. Likewise, if a new believer does not 

confess the Lord immediately after he believes in the Lord, I am afraid he will be dumb for the 

rest of his life. If he cannot speak when he is young, he probably will not be able to speak when he 
grows up. 

Some have been Christians for ten or even twenty years. Yet they remain dumb. This is because 

they did not open their mouth during the first and second week of their Christian life. They will 

continue to be dumb until they die. Confessing the Lord begins at the time a person believes. If 

you open your mouth the day you believe in the Lord, the way of confession will be opened to you. 

If a person is dumb in the first weeks, months, or year, he is likely to remain dumb for the rest of 

his life. Therefore, as soon as a person believes in the Lord, he should endeavor to speak to others 

about the Lord. Even if he finds it hard to speak and even if he dislikes speaking, he still must 

speak. He must speak to his relatives and friends. If he does not learn to speak openly, I am afraid 

he will be a dumb man before God for the rest of his life. We do not wish to see dumb believers. 

This is why we must learn to open our mouth from the very beginning. If a person fails to do this 

in the beginning, he will find it more difficult to do it later. Unless God grants special mercy or 

there is a revival, these ones will never open their mouth. It will take a great effort for them to 

open their mouth at a later date. Every new believer should seek the opportunity to confess the 
Lord before men. Such a confession is a great matter and reaps much profit. 

B. Confession with the Mouth unto Salvation 

Romans 10:10 says, “For with the heart there is believing unto righteousness, and with the mouth 

there is confession unto salvation.” “With the heart there is believing unto righteousness.” This is 

something before God. “With the mouth there is confession unto salvation.” This speaks of 

salvation before man. Whether or not you have believed is something before God; no one can see 

it. If you have sincerely believed, you are justified before God. However, if you only believe in 

your heart, but do not speak with your mouth, others will not recognize you as a saved person; 

they will still consider you an unbeliever. They will not see any difference between you and them. 

This is why the Bible strongly stresses the need to confess with the mouth in addition to believing 
in the heart. We must speak with our mouth. 

Every new believer must look for opportunities to confess the Lord. Among our classmates, 

colleagues, friends, relatives, and all those who come into contact with us, as soon as an 

opportunity arises, we should say to them, “I have believed in the Lord Jesus.” The sooner we 

open our mouth, the better it is. Once we open our mouth, others will immediately know that we 

have believed in the Lord Jesus. In this way, we will be delivered from the company of 
unbelievers. 
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We have seen some people who hesitated in their acceptance of the Lord, but once they stood up 

and proclaimed, “I believe in Jesus,” they became sure. The worst thing that can happen to a 

Christian is for him to keep his mouth shut. Once he speaks, he takes a firm step forward and 

becomes secure. Many believers hesitate initially, but as soon as they say, “I believe,” they 
become certain. 

C. Confession Saving Much Trouble 

There is great profit when one confesses with his mouth after he has believed in his heart. It saves 

him much trouble in the future. 

Suppose you do not open your mouth and say, “I have decided to follow the Lord Jesus; I am His 

now.” Others will still consider you the same as they. When they sin or indulge in lustful things, 

they will consider you to be one of them. In your heart you realize that you are a Christian and that 

it is wrong for you to be among them. But you cannot reject them, because you want to please 

them. You may come up with an excuse to turn them down. But the next time they will still drag 

you along, and you will have to think of another excuse to refuse them. You may come up with 

excuses once or twice, but the pressure will always come back. So why not put the signboard out 

from the very first day and confess that you are a believer? You only need to confess once or 
twice, and others will give up trying to persuade you. 

If you do not confess with your mouth, that is, if you are a Christian secretly, you will experience 

much more difficulty than those who are Christians openly. Your temptation will be many times 

greater than the temptation of those who openly confess the Lord. You will be bound by human 

affections and past relationships. You cannot excuse yourself from others every time by saying 

that you have a headache or that you are busy. You cannot use excuses every time. This is why 

you must declare from the first day, “I have believed in the Lord Jesus. I have accepted Him.” 

Once you put out this signboard, your colleagues, classmates, relatives, and family will know the 

kind of person you are. This will save you much trouble. Otherwise, you will have all kinds of 
frustrations. If a person confesses the Lord with his mouth, he will be saved from much trouble. 

D. Not Confessing the Lord 

Leading to Accusations in the Conscience 

There is another serious problem for a person who does not confess the Lord with his mouth. 
Many of the Lord’s believers experienced this when the Lord was on the earth. 

The Lord Jesus was rejected by the Jews. They vehemently opposed and rejected Him. In John 9 

the Jews made a decision: Whoever confessed Jesus to be the Christ would be put out of the 

synagogue (v. 22). In chapter twelve the Bible says that many Jewish rulers believed in the Lord 

Jesus secretly, but they dared not confess Him because they were afraid of being put out of the 

synagogue (v. 42). Do you think that these people had peace in their hearts? Perhaps they felt 

uneasy about confessing the Lord, but they felt even more uneasy about not confessing the Lord. 

What kind of place was the synagogue? It was a place where people opposed the Lord Jesus. They 

plotted, conspired, and discussed plans to trap the Lord there. Such were the dark things that went 

on in the synagogue. What should a genuine believer do among such people? How much strength 

would he need to keep his mouth shut? Under such circumstances it would be difficult for anyone 

to confess the Lord with his mouth, but it would be even harder for him to not confess the Lord 
with his mouth. 

The Jewish synagogue is a picture of the world’s opposition to the Lord. The world always 

criticizes the Lord Jesus. It always considers Jesus of Nazareth a problem. It has all kinds of things 

to say against our Lord. In a place like this, can you listen to the people and pretend to be like one 

of them? To pretend is painful; to pretend is also difficult. You have to muster enough strength to 

control and repress yourself before you can pretend. Under such circumstances, is it not true that 
something within you will want to cry out, “This man is the Son of God; I believe in Him”? Is 

there not something within you that wants to proclaim, “This man is my Savior, and I have already 
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believed in Him,” or, “This man can deliver me from my sins. You may not believe in Him, but I 
do”? Is there not something within you that wants to make such a declaration? 

Are you going to force yourself to be quiet just because you want man’s respect and position? It 

seems to me it would have been easier for the Jewish rulers in John 12 to simply be put out of the 

synagogue. They would have felt much better if they had confessed the Lord. If you are a false 

believer, it probably will make no difference whether or not you confess. But as a genuine believer, 

you will surely offend your conscience if you pretend and sympathize with the Lord’s opposers. 

When others oppose the Lord, you have no peace in your heart, yet you must force yourself to say, 
“What you are saying is interesting.” Is this not the most painful thing to do as a human being? 

There is nothing more painful than not confessing the Lord. The greatest suffering is to refuse to 

confess the Lord before men. I would not want to trade places with those rulers. Their suffering 

was too great! If you are not a believer, there is nothing to say. But if you have believed, the easier 

and more joyful and happy thing to do is come out of the synagogue. You may feel that there are 

many obstacles, but past experience indicates that the obstacles will be greater and your heart will 
suffer more if you do not go this way. 

Suppose you hear someone maliciously slander your parents, saying this and that about them. 

Suppose that you try to sit still and listen to them or, worse still, pretend to sympathize with them. 

If you do this, I would wonder what kind of a person you were. Our Lord has given His life to 

save us. If we do not say something for the very Lord whom we worship and serve, how much 
more timid are we? We must be bold to stand up and proclaim for the Lord, “I belong to Him!” 

II. COMMON MISTAKES 

A. Replacing Confession with Good Behavior 

Some new believers are influenced by traditional teachings. They think that having good behavior 

is the most important thing for a Christian and that confession with the mouth is not that crucial. 

They think that a change in what one says is not important, but that a change in what one does is 

important. We must correct this wrong concept. We are not saying that it is not necessary to 

change our conduct. If one’s conduct is not changed, it is useless to confess with the mouth. But 

changing what one does without confessing with one’s mouth is equally futile. A change in 

conduct can never take the place of confession with the mouth. After one’s conduct is changed, his 
mouth still has to confess. 

Every new believer must seize the earliest opportunity to tell others about his faith in the Lord 

Jesus. If you do not confess with your mouth, others will make many conjectures about you. They 

will try to explain your behavior with speculation. They will say all kinds of things about you, but 

they will not touch the Lord Jesus. Therefore, you must tell them the reason for the change in your 

conduct. No good conduct can take the place of verbal confession. It is necessary to have good 

conduct, but it is equally necessary to confess with the mouth. You must tell others, “Jesus is my 

Lord; I want to serve Him.” No matter how good your conduct is, these words must come out of 
your mouth. 

We have heard people say that if they have good outward conduct, there is no need for them to say 

anything with their mouth. Please remember that no one will bother to criticize those who say this 

if they fail slightly in their personal conduct. But if a man stands up to proclaim that he is a 

Christian, others will immediately criticize and rebuke him when there is any slip in his conduct. 

Hence, those who say that good conduct is enough and that there is no need to confess with the 

mouth are in reality giving themselves an excuse to fail in their conduct. They are leaving a back 

door for themselves to escape from the judgment of others. Never believe that just a change in 
conduct is sufficient. Confession with the mouth is needed; in fact, it is absolutely indispensable. 

B. Being Afraid of Failing to Persevere to the End 
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Some people think, “If I confess with my mouth and then fail to persevere in my Christian 

conviction, will this not become a joke to others? Suppose I can no longer make it as a Christian 

after three or five years, what should I do then? It is better for me not to say anything now. Let me 

wait for several years, until I find out whether or not I can make it.” We can tell such ones that if 

they do not confess because they are afraid of stumbling or failing, they will surely fail. They have 

already opened a back door and are trying to avoid the front door. They have already made 

preparations to back out of their own confession. They want to wait to have assurance before they 

confess. We are sure that such ones will fail. It is better to stand up and say, “I am for the Lord.” If 

you close the back door first, it will become much harder for you to back out or backslide later. 

Consequently, you will have a much better chance of going forward than of sliding backward. In 
fact, this is the only possible way for you to go forward. 

If you want to wait until you have good behavior before you confess, your mouth will never open 

up. You will always be dumb. Even after you have good conduct, you will still be dumb. If you do 

not open your mouth at the beginning, it will be much harder to open your mouth later. If you 

open your mouth, the chance of having good conduct will be greater. If you want to wait until 

your behavior is good before you confess, you will lose both your chance of opening your mouth 
as well as your chance of having good behavior; both will be lost, and you will fail in both. 

One assuring thought is that God is not only the God who redeems us but also the God who 

preserves us. What should we liken redemption to? Redemption is like buying something. What 

then is preservation? Preservation is like putting the purchased object in one’s own hand. How 

many people in this world buy things with the view of throwing them away? When we buy a 

watch, we want to use it for five or ten years; no one buys a watch with the view of throwing it 

away. God is saving people everywhere. He does not save them and then throw them away. He 

wants to preserve what He has saved. Since God has saved us, He will preserve us. Since God has 

redeemed us, He will preserve us until that day. God loves us so much that He was willing to 

forsake His Son to redeem us. If He had no intention of preserving us, He would not have paid 

such a great price. It is God’s purpose as well as His plan to preserve us. Do not be afraid to stand 

up and say, “I believe in the Lord.” You may say, “What happens if I fail in a few days?” Do not 

worry about this; God will be responsible for it. It is better for you to stand up and say, “I belong 

to God.” Commit yourself to God. God knows that you need support, comfort, and protection. We 

have the assurance to say that God preserves man’s salvation. This preservation makes redemption 

meaningful. 

C. Fear of Men 

Some people dare not confess because they are afraid of men. Many people can honestly say that 

they have no other reservation in their heart; they are willing to stand up and confess, but when 

they see the faces of others, they become afraid. When they look at their parents’ faces or their 

friends’ faces, they feel too shy to speak up. This is where many people are stumbled; they are 

afraid of men and do not have any boldness to open their mouth. Some people are naturally timid; 

they are timid not only in confessing the Lord but also in other things. If you want them to tell 

others about their faith, you are asking them for their life. They simply dare not open their mouth. 

However, this kind of person needs to hear what God has to say. Proverbs 29:25 says, “The fear of 

man bringeth a snare.” If you are afraid when you see someone, you will fall into a “snare.” As 

soon as you become afraid, you fall into a snare. Your fear becomes your snare. Whenever your 

heart is afraid of men, you are creating a snare for yourself. Once you are afraid, you fall into a 

snare. This snare is created by your own fear. Actually, the person you fear may be very willing to 
listen to you. Even if he is not inclined to listen, he may not be as fearsome as you think. 

There is a story about two persons who were colleagues. One was a believer and the other was not. 

The one who believed was very timid; the one who did not believe was also very timid. The timid 
believer did not dare tell his colleague that he was saved. The one who did not believe was 

puzzled by the great changes that were happening to his colleague. His colleague used to have a 

quick temper but had now changed. He dared not ask his colleague the reason. The two of them 
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shared a table and sat face-to-face every day. One was too timid to speak, and the other was too 

timid to ask. Every day they just looked at each other. One was afraid to speak, and the other was 

afraid to ask. One day the believer could not hold back any longer. After praying about it, he went 

to the other one and shook his hand tightly and said, “I am a very timid person. For at least three 

months I have been struggling to tell you something. Now I am going to tell you. I have believed 

in Jesus.” After saying these words, his face turned pale. The other one said, “I too have waited for 

three months. I wanted to ask why you have become so different, but I was too afraid to ask.” The 

believer mustered enough courage to open his mouth. From that time on, the opportunity opened 
up, and he was able to bring his friend to the Lord. 

Those who are fearful of men will fall into a snare. Please remember that while you are afraid of 

others, others may be afraid of you too. We must never have a fear of men. We who follow God 

should not fear men. If you have a fear of men, you cannot be a good Christian and you cannot 

serve God. A Christian must be bold to speak to his relatives and friends. He must be bold to 

confess the Lord both in private and in public. We must take this way from the beginning. 

D. Being Shy 

Some people are shy. They feel that it is a shameful thing to be a Christian. It is true that this kind 

of shame may exist when we face unbelievers. If you tell others that you are engaged in technical 

research, they will congratulate you for having a good future. If you say that you are studying a 

certain philosophy, others will also say that you are a thoughtful person. You are not ashamed to 

talk about doing many things. But if you say that you are a Christian, many will say that you are 

too simple-minded or not intellectual enough. They will not esteem you highly. You are not 

ashamed to talk about other things, but as soon as you confess your Christian faith, you feel 

ashamed within. It is unavoidable for a new believer to feel shameful when he opens his mouth to 

confess his faith. However, we must overcome this feeling. It is true that the world feels shameful 
about someone becoming a Christian, but we must overcome this feeling. 

How can we overcome this feeling of shame? We must deal with it from two aspects: 

On the one hand, we have to realize that when the Lord Jesus was crucified on the cross, He bore 

our sins as well as our shame. When our Lord bore our sins, He suffered great humiliation. Today, 

in the eyes of God, it is only proper that we suffer humiliation from men. The humiliation we 

suffer before man can never be compared with the humiliation our Lord suffered on the cross for 

us. Therefore, we should not be surprised at humiliation. We should know that we belong to the 

Lord. 

On the other hand, there is a good hymn which says, “Our shyness is like the early morning sky 

disowning the sun! But the Lord radiates the divine light which illuminates our consciences which 

are as dark as the night.” Since the Lord has been gracious to us and has redeemed us, being 

ashamed of confessing Him is like the early morning sky being ashamed of the illumination of the 

sun. Today the Lord has graced us. He has redeemed us and preserved us. He will even bring us to 

the heavens. Yet we consider it a shame to confess Him! If that is a shame, then all the grace we 

have received should also be considered a shame to us, and we should deny it all! The Lord has 

done so much for us, and yet we feel ashamed of confessing Him! How can this be? 

We should feel shameful for such things as carousing, drunkenness, unrestrained dissipation, 

works of darkness, sinning, and evil works. The Lord has delivered us from all these. We should 

feel glorious. How can we have a sense of shame? It is not shameful for us to confess the Lord; it 

is glorious and joyous for us to confess Him! We are those who will never perish, who will never 

be condemned or judged by God, and who will never have to depart from the glorious face of God. 

We are those who follow the Lamb and who will always be with Him (Rev. 14:4). It is altogether 

wrong for others to plant the seed of shame in us. We should stand up boldly and say that we 
belong to God. We should rejoice and glory in Him. 
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By nature Peter was a strong-willed person. He wanted to distinguish himself among the disciples 

and to be ahead of others in everything. But one day he denied the Lord and became like a little 

mouse. When he was questioned, he was afraid. Humanly speaking, Peter was a “hero” and a born 

leader among the disciples. Yet he trembled even before others tried to take his life. He trembled 

and swore when all that was said to him was, “This man was with Jesus the Nazarene.” This was 

indeed too poor. All those who refuse to confess the Lord are poor. Peter was most shameful; it 
was a shame for him to deny the Lord (Matt. 26:69-75). 

All those who are too shy to open their mouths are full of shame. The really noble ones are the 

ones who confess their allegiance to Jesus of Nazareth, even at the point of being burned at the 

stake or thrown into the sea. They may be beaten, burned alive, or thrown into the lions’ den, but 

they still proclaim, “I belong to Jesus the Nazarene.” This is the most glorious thing in the whole 

world. The most shameful ones are those who are ashamed to confess the Lord. This kind of 

people are useless. They will even loathe themselves and be ashamed of themselves! The most 

shameful thing is for a person to despise himself and be ashamed of what he has. 

Therefore, we should not have any fear or shame. All those who learn to follow the Lord should 

learn to confess Him boldly before man. If light is shameful and darkness glorious, if holiness is 

shameful and sin glorious, if spirituality is shameful and carnality glorious, and if following the 

Lord is shameful and following man glorious, then we would rather choose shame. We would 

rather suffer humiliation with Christ as Moses did, which humiliation is far better than the glories 
of men (Heb. 11:26). 

E. Love of Man’s Glory 

Why did the rulers in John 12 not confess the Lord? They did not confess the Lord because they 

loved the glory of men more than the glory of God. Many people dare not confess because they 

want both; they want Christ, and they also want the synagogue. They want Christ; this is why they 

believe. But they also want the synagogue; this is why they will not confess Him. If a person 
wants both, he will not be absolute in either. 

If you want to serve the Lord, you must make a choice between the Lord and the synagogue. 

Otherwise, you can never be a good Christian. You must make a choice between the Lord and 

man. The rulers were afraid of losing men’s favor. They were afraid that if they confessed the 

Lord they would be put out of the synagogue. But a person who chooses the Lord in an absolute 
way will not be afraid of being put out of the synagogue. 

If people do not persecute you after you have believed in the Lord, you should say, “Lord, I thank 

You.” If people persecute you after you have confessed the Lord with your mouth, you should also 

say, “Lord, I thank You.” What is so strange about this? We cannot be like those rulers who, for 

the sake of their love for the synagogue, refused to confess their faith in the Lord Jesus. If 

everyone in the church had been like them, there would be no church on earth today. If Peter had 

returned home and remained silent after he believed in the Lord, if Paul, Luke, Darby, and the rest 

had remained silent after they believed, and if everyone in the church had remained silent and 

dared not confess the Lord, their troubles definitely would have been less, but there would be no 

church on earth today! 

One characteristic of the church is that it dares to believe in the Lord. Another characteristic is that 

it dares to confess its faith in Him. To be saved is not just to believe in the Lord Jesus; it is to 

believe and to confess that one is a believer. The confession is important. Christianity is not only 

manifested in one’s conduct but also in one’s mouth. The mouth must confess. One must confess, 

“I am a Christian.” It is not enough for a Christian to just have good conduct; he must also confess 

with his mouth. If you take away the mouth, there will be no Christianity. The Scripture is very 

clear. The heart believes unto righteousness and the mouth confesses unto salvation. Christianity 
is believing in the heart and confessing with the mouth. 



The Church in Hong Kong (English Speaking District)  February 27, 2016 
 

10 
 

III. CONFESSING THE LORD AND THE LORD’S CONFESSION 

The Lord said, “Every one therefore who will confess in Me before men, I also will confess in him 

before My Father who is in the heavens” (Matt. 10:32). Thank the Lord that if we confess the Lord 

today, on that day He will also confess us. The Lord also said, “But whoever will deny Me before 

men, I also will deny him before My Father who is in the heavens” (v. 33). “But he who denies 

Me before men will be denied before the angels of God” (Luke 12:9). What a great contrast! All 

we have to do is confess that this excellent One, this chiefest among ten thousand, is the Son of 

God. He will then confess us before the heavenly Father and the angels of God. If you think it is 

difficult to confess such a Lord before men, the Lord will find it difficult to confess such a person 

as you when He descends in the glory of the Father. Today we must not shrink back from 

confessing the Lord through fear of men (Isa. 51:12). If today we find it difficult to confess Jesus 

Christ, the Son of the living God, then on that day, when our Lord comes back, He will find it 

difficult to confess us before His Father and all the glorious angels. What a serious thing this is! 

In reality, it is not difficult for us to confess the Lord. It is especially easy when we compare our 

confession with His confession of us. It is difficult for Him to confess us because we are prodigal 

sons who have come home, and there is nothing good in us. Since He will confess us in the future, 
let us also confess Him well before men today. 

May all the newly-saved brothers and sisters be bold to confess the Lord from the beginning. We 

should never try to be Christians in secret. 

 


